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Introduction

ÅDr. Rebecca Isbell is the Director of the
Center of Excellence in Early Childhood
LearningandDevelopmentanda Professorof
EarlyChildhoodEducation

ïisbell@etsu.edu

ÅDr. Grethe KraghMüller is a Professorin the
Departmentof EducationalPsychology

ïgrkm@dpu.dk



Denmark

ÅPurpose of the Program
ÅPlans for Learning in Denmark
ÅTwo Kinds of Learning
ÅFunding of Operations
ÅCulture of Child Care in Denmark
ÅIndependence of the Child
ÅIndoor Environment
ÅOutdoor Environment
ÅTeaching or Following Children



Purpose of the Program

Child care workers must work together with
parents in giving the children care, and they
must support every ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎdevelopment in all
areas. It is likewise important to support the
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎself-confidence, and to provide a
good and safe life for them. Childrenmust be
given care, the possibility to play, and the
possibility to have an influence on their own
lives,when they are in the child caresetting.



Plans for Learning in Denmark

1. Language: Vocabulary, literacy, rhymes, the
existenceof numbersand letters ςand the useof
these,technology,media,andcommunication.

2. Social Competencies: Social interaction, show
feelings of empathy and respect for others, work
with others,knowledgeof democracy.

3. PersonalCompetencies: A senseof worth and self-
confidence, boundary setting, fantasy, making
choices,motivation, andperseverance.



Plans for Learning in Denmark

4. Nature and bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎPhenomena: Respect for and
knowledge of nature and its phenomena, environment,
logical thinking, and knowledge of categorieslike weight,
shapes,andamount.

5. Cultural Ways of Expression: Knowledge of different
cultural ways of expression and cultural values, use of
senses via music, drawings, theatre, play dough, and
others.

6. Body and Movement: Health, nutrition, physicalexercise,
control and use of fine and gross motor function,
knowledgeof physicalpossibilitiesin the outdoor areasof
the ChildCareCentre,andof localcommunity.



Two Kinds of Learning(Vygotsky, 1982)

1. KnowledgeAbout EverydayLifeandCulture

Acquiredby participation in everydaylife.

2. Knowledge About Different Subjects in
School

Acquiredby useof specialmethodsand teachingin
schoolsettings.



Funding of Operations

ÅChildcarein Denmarkfundedby tax.

ÅParentspay up to 35% of the costsςcan be
less,but not more:

ïFor birth to 3-year-oldsςfrom $500 to $700 per
month.

ïFor 3- to 6-year-olds ςfrom $250 to $400 per
month.

ïForafter-schoolcareς$200per month.



Culture of Child Care in Denmark

ÅChild care is considered the ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎsecond
homeςnot preschool. Homehasa gardento
play in (BOERNEHAVE).

ÅChildhood is considereda life period in its
own right.

ÅListening to children and giving them
influenceon their everydaylives.

ÅSpecial emphasis on outdoor life and
activities.
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